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July 11, 1996
WILLIAMS TRADES HALLS OF CONGRESS FOR HALLS OF ACADEMIA
MISSOULA ~
The University of Montana political science department will gain a hands-on practitioner
next January when retiring U.S. Rep. Pat Williams joins the teaching faculty.
UM President George Dennison announced Thursday that Williams will begin teaching a
graduate level course on legislature politics at the University spring semester. Williams’
employment at UM will begin as soon as his ninth term in the U.S. House of Representatives ends
in January.
"Congressman Williams will continue to serve Montanans by teaching and involving himself
in service and outreach programs," Dennison said. "We’re excited about the opportunities this
presents to enhance the quality of education we provide to our students and the variety of services
we provide to the state of Montana."
Dennison said Williams initially will be based in UM’s political science department, but will
lecture and teach classes in other disciplines including journalism and forestry. Williams, he said,
is well-equipped for teaching in many different areas.
Williams may eventually be involved with the Center for the Rocky Mountain West,
Dennison said. Just last month, Dennison announced that Missoula Mayor Dan Kemmis will join
the University in September as the center’s interim director.
Shortly after Williams announced last winter that he would not seek another term in
Congress, Dennison surveyed UM deans to determine their interest in having Williams teach
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courses within their various departments. "The response was very strong campuswide," Dennison
said. "There were more proposals than you could imagine."
A former Montana teacher and state legislator, Williams has maintained a strong
commitment to education during his eighteen years in the U.S. House of Representatives. Williams
has served on the House Committee on Economic and Education Opportunities since his first term
and has chaired that panel’s Subcommittee on Select Education, Subcommittee on Postsecondary
Education and Subcommittee on Labor-Management Relations.
Williams, a Democrat, was first elected to Congress in 1978 and won re-election as
Montana’s Western District Congressman six consecutive times. In 1992, after Montana lost one of
its two U.S. House seats in reapportionment, Williams defeated Ron Marlenee to become the state's
lone U.S. congressman.
In the early 1980s Williams served for six years on the House Committee on Budget; he has
served since his first term on the House Committee on Resources. He has long been known for
advocating careful stewardship of the nation’s public lands and for defending American’s national
parks, forests and wilderness areas.
During his tenure in Congress, Williams has authored legislation that established tuition
assistance for middle-income students, provided assistance for disabled infants and toddlers,
continued support for the arts and barred the cutting and exporting of raw logs from national forest
lands.
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Contact: UM President George Dennison, (406) 243-2311; Rep. Pat Williams, (202) 225-3211.
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